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Record of : seting, Newark Branch iCCAP Executive Board 
Svedial Tecting, Sure 3 at 6:00 pay 
St.~thilipts-?Prish House, Newark, N.J. 


The meeting was colled together at 8:30 p.n., ir, Boyd B. Gintrell, 
branch President »restding. 


ir., Cantrell said he had celled the meeting in response to a suggest- 
ion by board member ir, Stanley Vinters, He then asked the sercetary 
to read fron tie loy 30, 1964 issue of the New Jersey Afro Ausrican, 
The secretary read a “Letter to the editor“ ~pvearing over ir, ‘Jinters 
signature and an editorial note appende by the editor of the Afro. 
Corresvondence between im, Vinters and ir, Cantrell was next read. 

At this point, Winters got up and claimed that the proceedings 
were illegal and the e relevancy of the material read to the branch 
had not been established. ir, Cantrell rejected these clains, lr., Win- 
ters said he had not recuested that this special meetin; be helc. He 
pointed out that the seoretary had not read his original letter but a 
copy, and that there were slight @iffexences, He demanded that the 
original letter receive by iT., Cantrell be read. 


The original letter was read. ir, inters pointed out that it said 
“I would therefore assume” not “I vould therefore recvest* that a 
svecial meeting be called, and that this seeting had not been called at 
his suggestion, but at the president's, 


ir. Cantrell then stated the purvose of the mee*“ing: “To ask ir., 
Vinters whether he is the Lee Johnson whose colwun has been apvecring 
in the lew Jersey Afro American. iiss Sally Carroll, branch assistant 
secretary:"This Lee Johnson is not t to bea board member, Everything 
Itve heard indicates that ir. .inters is Ice Johnson. Everything he's 
done would sender him useless as a board member, Here is what he said 
in a colu’n in the Afro American in 1963 (reads one sentence fron a 
clipping, the sense of which was that the branch should be boycotted 
until its leadership changed its policies),* Afro, iay 25, 1963. 

x. Clyd: -itchell: “hat clarification co you have that this colunn 
is written by ir. Vinters as Lee Johnson? Is there any other substan- 
tual proof?" ir, Cantrell: The ĉispute between the Afro and ir. Winters 
is their business. I am only interested in knowin; whether he is Lee 
Johnson, If he is, we should !:now thet. ‘Itn vaiting to hear fron ir. 
‘inters., That's the first order of business. I have read the letter ir. 
Vinters recuestec that I rea 
Various protests were now heard from board mex Calls of Tet 

others have a chance to speak. “This isn't fair." Te Cantrell: “I 
vill hear no one until ir, Vinters has <iven his answer.” 12, > yne: 

ou've heard from Sally Carroll anc Clyde iitehell, why not from others?" 
it, Theodore “imkney and ix, Andrew “/ashineton also object. 


ir. Cantrell recognizes iiss icrrie Stalks: irs, Stalks moves “That 
anyone who fails to respond to the directions of the chair be dismissed 
frou the meeting, iotion sedonded, No cuestions, no discussion, 
vote called, some es `“ =- no “nays” or absnetsions asked for, 
iz. L. J. Thomas recuests to be heard. Shovtin: from chair and from 
Tx. Thoics. lr, C ntrell asks r, Jinters to speak: “I would first ask 
the chair to Correct Its statesient that I rectiested that the letters 
between ir, Contrell and me be read. The record shoulda show that the 
letters were read by the secretary at the presiden't's request, and 
that I only asked that the correct copy be read, not an incorrect one." 
ir. Cantrell refuses to correct anything, He says, "I `n only tring t 
be fair, Here's what I'm soins to do, going to let boa: members 
speak and then we'll ask ir, Winters xein," 

iiss Carrodl:"The cuestion here goes deener than freeđo: of the press. 
los the trut of the branch been abused by a board member? The stateients 
by this Iee Johnson have shaken the confidence of any people in the 
branch, For a nember to write under an assumed nane anc use derogatory 
rerarks is terrible. He should mt stab us in the back under an assumed 
name., Iet hin make any oriticisms right here in the Branch where they 


H 


ong.“ 

ir. John D, ‘ioods: “ie are only interested in knovins whether iT. 
Vntérs is or is not lee Johnson. The only question is whcther a member 
of the board wrote these things. If these allegations are true, then he 
should not be a member, The First Amendment and freedom of the press 
don't concern us,“ lx. llian D, Zoyne: “There are no charges tonight. 
This is a serious matter of srinciple. ou or anybody could be slandered 
in a proceeding such as this. e are taking this as a bare fact, yet 
there's no proof, what purpose would be served by having ir, winters an- 
swer? ‘hat would we do? fir. ‘oods: would vote him out.#7 Are we 
at the prover stage for anything? No where in the NAséP Constitution is 


üg 


there provision for a procedure like this,“ 

ir., Woods: “It seems that the purpose of this neetingz is to see 
vhether Tr. inters haf conducted hizself contrary to the e ccutive 
boarč. Others on the board who support him should be exnelled also," 

ir., andrey shinat, n: “I too have occasionally hat the informati 
to send articles to the press about cãucational matters. I can visua 
myself called before a full covrt to account for self. The First An- 
endment is relevant here. if toes are sonetigs stenved on, there is a 
vegular nrocedureto follo “inters has been tried, ’ judged | and | 


found guilty here, by ir. « O- ntrell 
ire hin-ton tetracts his uentioning ing of TY. To shineton goes 
on: "I get the feeling that the only people soie at the Sranch are 


those who agree with the status cuo. ve are not really onerating as a 
democratic organization. It may be ir. Winters today and ix. \/ashineton 
tomorrow, someone else next week. There are so many vital civil rights 
išsues that we could take up. There's not even an attorney here to 
straighten us out. Some of the ideas expressed here are unworthy, 
others may be noble, but let's not take a rash action,” 

ir. loods: . he or is he not Lee Johnson? I'm just tryin, to fin 
out. Tmi wondering who òd write those columns. hoever did should not 
belom, to this branch." jiss Carroll: “No one is afria of honest crit- 
icisa, honestly ziven., But not critic cish under a wf se nane.” 


r. iitchell: re these excerpts being record ir, C ntrell: 
iss Ca. ore II ïs taking them dow 


avis: “In a cowt of bu 
& ey “this isn't a court of lay 
erel times, Is he guilty or not? Iv 
statesent in all fairness to the boer., 
im. Payne: “Jet's hole up a monent. Suppose someone says, “liss 
Virginia ‘vers Drench secretary/ is a murčsrer, He comes here and said 
he hearé that anê we ask | iss lyers, '/nsver yes or no.' Suppose there 
as a suit on; shetd be foolish to answer. 5.6 with ig, “Anters, 
Sunnose he had a suit nst the Afro. We'd be foolish to give a state- 
ment outside of covrt. it. 3 “I c n't understand why so. 
one is here to sneak for ir. im en he is here to sneck for hin- 
self.“ 
ir. i itchell: “I've listened to ir, Cantrell ask ix, Winters 12-15 
+7 T, vo vake the floor. This is not a courtroom, it's a special meet ing. 
-we ‘inters Goesn't have to make any statement if he doesn't want to. 
The issue is what action we are to take if he doesn't vindicate himself. 
All of us con talk, but until he says souething `e have nothing to 
go on." 
it, Pinckney: “Im not speaking for iz. inters, I'n speaking for my- 
self. Since vhenis it charge a crine for a aan to write under ancasswn- 
ečnane? Who was Pleto? Some one who used that name, Shakvespeere may 
really have been an asswe name. iark Trin vas a nom ĉe nlunme. There 
ere many such cases. There has been no attexpt to show that all the 
articles in this colwin were tten by one person. There has been a 
statement taken out of context, A boycott could be based on anythin:. 
poose someone said, 'Unless Bill Poyne resigns from the executive 
wetll boycott the branch.’ So what? “hat was the purpose of 
nzonosea boycobt ? To un tine public confidence as alleged. 
i cybe it was to rebuild anà strengthen the organization. 
ical of the branch inside and outside of mee ings/ Does t 
~ ^nn ean say anythhe about the Sranch enymore outside of a meeting? 
Hunan intesrity itselfis at st: e have not shown that the articles: 
were written by iz. ‘inters are not concerned vith that, 
only to answer: the cuestion, e coes through, then no mat- 
pee aa anyone says about the Sranch, wu could be charred vith malinga- 
ng it." 
lrs. Rita Norris: “This whole thing is an insult to our intelligence. 
let™s take action richt now. No more filibustering.* 
ir. Cantrell: ‘e've heard everyone. Wow it's in the hands of the 
~ I. J. Thomas tries to speak: “I'm sick of this jazz. I'a 
ber andItve been denied the right to speak. Ain't I a board 
“Liss j yers, is ix. Thomas a bocre member?" 
ting to the attendance records," 
ou hold up a minute. Didn't I vrite to you that I vas 
orcer to handle the Tucker case? Didn't you get a 
letter from me? ead that letter. Za 
ins. sent in cembership and a check: 


lee 


a san is innocent until proven 
This person has been asked sevè 
nt to hear this person make a 


g it vas mailed back to hin.“ 

1i: You can't tell me that a boar omar has worked for 

At Couldn't cone to a single neetinz," If I'a not 

: fa f nember, why č notice to this : syne: 

“Itm surprised at you There has been no action at any “esting 

Give hi chance to speak,“ 
rs. Stalks: “I move that Bill yne be ejectec f 

re not -oing Shywhere, we're goin» to have a steeting 


1 the meeting. ‘’e' 
im. Jashington 


asks to sneak on a voint of -ersonal privilege., Deniec. ix, Winters 
asks for the floor to make a statements “I'm very much upse at an 
organization devote to malting the US Constitution a reality in liss- 
issippi shoul be tramnling on it here in New Jersey. First, iz. Con- 
trell in his letter to me sai he was upset by a letter I wrote to the 
press about the NAACP, What was about the NAACP there? Nothing has 
been proven, Is it a ori. to write letters tothe press? Sccond, 
there is a personal vendetta here aimed at setting me off the board. 
I have been a good board member. I've attended most board meetings. 
No one can say Ive never been critical in Board nectings. I've taken 
nart in Branch activities, maybe not on some as much 23 other people, 
but more on other activities thansome reople. There have been no charg- 
es, no presentation of proof, no establishuent that what is roing on is 
revelant to the branch. A copy of the Afro has been read, in one sen- 
tence or maybe part of a sentence. There have been any such columns, 
I haven't read them all. lany were not even abovt the Branch. So what? 
There is a presumntion of guilt until innocence is roven, Yet teuilt' 
has not been defined, no any evidence brought forward. Sun rose I cid 
anfier anà said, 'No, I am not Lee Johnson.' It's my word against the 
ediotr's. ‘ho will you believe? Will any more responsible proce¢ure 
be followed than here? Sunnose I answer 'yes,' so what? hat someone 
Goes as part of freedom of the press is not this branches business. 
Sunpose I entered a libel action against this newspaper. hy should I 
say anything here that might prejudice myself? If the cditor spoke tu e 
truth in his note, then he hes betrayed a newspaverran's confidence and 
is unworthy of any trust. If he spoke a lie, he is equally unworthy. 
I submit that this whole əroces ing is none of the branch's business.” 
liss ivers: “Inasmuch as iz. inters won't admit or deny thet he is 
lee Johnson, I move that he be susende by the Branch.“ Protests from 
the floor. iir, Thoma 
stitution.” IT. Cantrell agrees. ii. iitchell: “If itr. Thoms recei- 


W., ro : "I anologize for my show of temper. \hatever we decide to- 
nicht ain confidential in the boerč. If ve shoul take an 
e noconaste things to go on and may all wind rp ina 
iz. Cantrell agrees there should be no statement to the 


action, we ma 
court of law 
nress, 

ix. Woods: There's a trust to be being a board member. I have noth- 
in“arinst ir, Vinters, But we went to know the truth. I consider this 
an affront to this oup, to every member of the board. He noves 
“that a committee be anvointed to study this situation and come to a con- 
clusion about what action should be taken” itchell seconds. 

The motion is defeate a a tos T Fali 
Get. cd. Stalks tve heard the facts. ir, Erwin is here. 
Yerhaps he can shed Some light if te would careto.” lir. Martin Erwin: 
“I think I'm going to abstain from here on. Inasmuch as I vork for the 
Afro American end ama board member, I'd rather not speak here," 

irs., Stalks: y is it always the NAAC 


CP which is knifed in the back. 
We hear nothing about B'Nai B'Rith, Brian Baru, the Knights of Columbus. 
We're not talking about Plato tonight. ‘fe don't need anyoe to sit in 
at our mectings who is going to knife us in the back.: ietre in a 100- 
year struggle for civil rights. If someone is guilty, let's at least 
have the deed done where we can walk a ay with our heads held high and 
say it was not an NAACP person who was trying to destroy the WAACP. 
Tet!» takc some action. ve don't want this spread out in the paper if 
we can help it.“ A motion is made, seconéed, and swiftly passed, with 
no discussion or cueéstions, no opposition votes recorded, "That we decide 
the matter here and now,” 

iiss Carroll: “I now move that we rive a vote of no confidence in ir. 
Winters d askthat he resign as a Board member." Seconded. ir. Can- 
trell: “There will be no Giscussion, everone has had a chance tp speak.” 
Tr. rayne rises: “This is highly irregular, there is no legal counsel 
here - I Cantrel "hy are you doing this to me? You've had your 
chance.“ 1f. Voods: ir. Winters has -  .. been asked over and over 
again to state his position emphatically. We should take every step to 
protect the image of the NAACP. Since he won't make a statement, it's 
reasaable for me to conclude that he is guilty." tiss Carroll: “Ask 
everyone to stand and vote. ihy da't we get moving?" 

The vote is taken. Twelve stand in favor. Sevenstand opposed. 
ir. Cantrell doesn't vote. Four abstain. ix, Untrell: “I want those 
who abstained to tell us why. lx. Berl Harris: “I <bstained because 
I've serve on juries in Essex County. I know that no person can be 
found guilty until its proven to the jury's satisfaction. There has 
been no »roof shown here from either side.” irs, Stalks: “How about 
Clyde iitchell, he abstained too." ix, litchell: "Jon't finger me. 
There were others who abstained also. How abut the ir. Cantrell: 


“Clyde, I'm asking you to tell us why you abstained. i 
“I think ve should get the facts before we take action to 
"ix, Cantrell: 
‘You didn't give me a chance ,* 
tre ready to adjourn.* 
of the motion of no confidence in ir, 
Office of the WACP, Seconded. ir, 


idity of what we're doing, 
sneak,” T. Thoma: 


ir, Cantrell: * 


“Everyone had a 


Someone moves that a copy 


‘inters be sent to the National 
r. -inckney: “hy not send a copy to 


the Afro in Baltimore? Before the soard took any action you aid that. 
Yet you've always said that branch matters should be ke»t out of the 


press,” 


ir. C-ntrell: SI sentthat letter as an individual letter, not in 


behalf of the branch.“ ir, Zinckney: 


. Winters's letter to the 


Afro ves also sent as an individ. aT lotter yet you got all excited 
about it and brought it to the branch,You informed the press about an in- 


pending action without the board havin; 


on in nroper action. 


A motion to adjourn wes carried. 
Cantrell, “Don't tell Doug El: ridge. 


wating outside. Remember," jir 
not only ir. Hldridge?* EF 


"All repo 
aake a statement until I get one ready and decide,” 


anytiing to do with it. That was 


Shouts by various people and ir. 


Newark News reporter/. He's 
‘How about all reporters, 
rteré. iio one is to 


Resnectfully submitted as a true copy of notes taken at the meeting and 


reproduced to the best of my recollection, after consultation with others 


who were present: 


resent at. meeting 
Boyd B. Cantrell — 
lary orthy 

lerrie Stalks 

Ida 7, iyers 

Sally G. Carroll 
Cleo Blùht 

Zion Clement 

Rev. R. W. Coleman 
Pansy Dantzler 

Lee G. Davis 

lartin Erv in 

“Nev. Earl U. Frazier 
Earl Harris 

Clyde iiitechell 

Sue Nelson 

Rita Norris 

William D. Payne 
Theodore Pinckney 
L. J. Thomas 

Andrew Washington 
Louise Washington 
Stafley B, Winters 
John D, Woods 
Lester Wo laybe 1-2 others. 
(Exact attendance sheet in hand 
of Newark Branch) 
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Male l if niler 
. 3m niley B. Vinters 
ber, Executive Board 
rk Branch NAACP, 
and Chairman of the’ 
Commity Coordination 
Committee 


June 10, 1964 


Adcenda: At several points in 
the meeting ir, Payne, ir. 
Winters, and other speakers 
called the chair's attention to 
the fact that the post card no- 
tice of the meeting had not sta- 
ted the business of the special 
meeting. ii. Cantrell replied 
that thiswas unneccessary be- 
cause at the last regulab 

board meeting he had announeed 
that there vould be a special 
meeting held to take up tonicht's 
business, 


